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that frontier fighting started on both sides of the Ethiopian
boundaries. Great Britain, France and Italy as well as
the Emperor of Ethiopia, did not maintain the police
necessary to prevent nomads from being nomads; it could
be proved from official reports.
But Sir Sidney Barton was not yet happy. His Sikhs
whom he was conducting with great secrecy from India
had not yet arrived. It was not because he had no pro-
tection, it was because he liked the look of the British
Army that he wanted to see them.
He gave me a cigarette and sent me away. It was long
before I realised that he was preparing plans for the
parking of British missionaries in safe places. Unlike the
other Legations, Barton acted in fairness to the Emperor
and did not seek publicity for the measures that he was
taking for the protection of British subjects. He was
determined not to suggest that there were any grounds for
panic : keeping, all the time, his powder dry.
Barton's weakness was low blood pressure. He worked
very hard and often got tired and cross.
Colson suffered from high blood pressure, which limited
the use of his temper as an instrument of policy.
Where Barton was sharp and penetrating, Colson was
heavy, brutally cool and steady. Besides the Emperor
these were the two leading personalities in Ethiopia. They
admired but did not love each other. In career as well as
character they stood out in clear contrast.
Both began in the Far East, where Colson had twice been
an administrative officer in the Philippines,* and later,
for the space of six months, an official in the American-
China Consular Service. He was of an opposite tradition
to Barton ; the tradition not of thrust but of peaceful
digestion of the enemy. Trade for this tradition did not
follow the flag but more circuitously the Bible.
Colson later was attached to the State Department for
special financial work. As Deputy Receiver-General in
Hayti, he helped to restore the money and the economic
system of that island, and at the same time, learnt to deal
with people of a violently different colour. He was always
an idealist : now he became a Wilsonian of Wall Street.
* 1904-11 and 1916-17.

